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Portuguese architecture
studio Fala Atelier has
transformed an old house in Porto
into five studio apartments that
feature matching dark blue
shutters and a facade patterned
with blue and red tiles.

The house on Rua
Faria Guimarães had been added
to several times over the 20th
century but had been abandoned
for decades. However, as the area's
gentrification accelerated, Fala
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Atelier 2+ designs miniature

greenhouse for indoor gardeners

Plykea hacks IKEA's Metod

kitchens with plywood fronts

gentrification accelerated, Fala
Atelier was asked by
developer Engilaco to convert the
building into flats.

The architects preserved the
building's thick granite walls, but
removed the facade's ornate
tiling, replacing it with a more
abstract design of irregular blue
and red shapes on a white
background. Corresponding blue
and red doors lead off the street
into the apartment block.

Inside, five almost identically
sized flats occupy the three floors.
Each is fitted with deep-blue
plywood cabinetry, which can be
used to conceal or reveal the
kitchen, bathroom, storage and
windows. This helps to create an
uncluttered appearance in the
single-room apartments.

"The fragmented arrangement of
small inner rooms was replaced
with a sequence of almost
identically dimensioned
apartments," said the
architects. "Only upon a second

look is the distinction between the
five units understandable."
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Atelier l'Abri designs Canadian

cabin for carpenter to build

himself

Windows taper to reduce

unwanted views from Seoul

office building

This design varies only slightly
between each home, to
accommodate the geometry of the
staircase, the windows and form of
the roof.

Strips of grey-veined stone line a
low sill below the windows and
provide splashbacks in the
kitchens. Small pieces of the same
stone are set into the wooden
floors to indicate the location of
the kitchens behind their blue
shutters. This stone outline varies
between apartments, with a
triangle providing the flooring for
one kitchen and a semi-circle
in another.
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These irregular shapes, echoed in
the patterned facade, are also used
to embellish the bathrooms.

"In each studio, a piece of natural
stone with a different form
unbalances the apparently
symmetrical inner elevations,"
said the architects. "The street
facade acts as a theatrical device,
with its unorthodox use of the
traditional local tiles."

Fala Atelier has created a number
of other compact living spaces in
Lisbon. Among them is a garage
conversion that now serves as a
home for a young couple and their
Fiat 500 car.

Photography is by Ricardo
Loureiro.

Email

Sign me up!

Subscribe to 

our newsletters

https://www.dezeen.com/2016/05/02/knox-bhavan-architects-london-school-conversion-apartments-lycee/?li_source=LI&li_medium=rhs_block_2
https://www.dezeen.com/2016/06/04/atelier-21-paul-sivadon-institut-psychiatric-hospital-paris-glazed-extension/?li_source=LI&li_medium=rhs_block_2
https://www.dezeen.com/2016/12/17/fala-atelier-converts-windowless-garage-home-young-couple-lisbon-portugal/
http://www.ricardoloureiro.com/
https://www.dezeen.com/2016/12/17/fala-atelier-converts-windowless-garage-home-young-couple-lisbon-portugal/


Recessed windows frame sports

court in Salburúa Civic Center

Sliding shutters cover Dietmar

Feichtinger Architectes' Parisian

apartments

for
young
couple

Tiny
flats
added to
Dezeen’s
micro
homes
Pinterest
board

Fala
Atelier
uses
curving
wall for
historic
Lisbon
flat

10 of the
most
popular
kitchens
from
Dezeen's
Pinterest
boards

Wooden
shutters
open to
reveal
Miami
house by
Brillhart
Architect

Share and

comment

Leave a

comment

More
Architecture
Interiors
Design
Technology

Project credits:

Project team: Filipe Magalhães,
Ana Luisa Soares, Ahmed
Belkhodja, Mariana Silva, Diogo
Paixão, Paulo Sousa
Tiles: Paulina Piech
Client: Stunning Chapter
Contractor: Engilaco
Collages: Fala Atelier
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